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Speech by Barbara Demeneix for her appointment 

to the rank of Commander in the National Order of Merit by 

Prime minister Edouard Philippe  

Matignon, 19 April 2019 

Mr Prime Minister, 

Madam Environment Counsellor 

Presidents of the CNRS and the National Museum of Natural History, dear colleagues and 

friends, 

I am exceedingly honoured today to receive the award of Commander of the National Order 

of Merit from the Prime Minister. 

 

My thanks go first of all to the presidents of the National Museum of Natural History and the 

CNRS, two institutions that I have been proud to serve for more than 25 years and which have 

always strongly supported me in my work – and without that support my team and I could 

never have accomplished so much over the years. 

 

I view this award as an honour conferred not solely on myself. 

 

It is to be shared first of all with my team and my colleagues in the lab, in particular the 

researchers and engineers, who in some cases, have been working with me for over 20 years. 

It also extends to my colleagues at Watchfrog and all the people from the organizations with 

which I share the same objective, that of fighting for greater awareness on the part of 

decision-making bodies of the threat posed by endocrine disruption for our health and that of 

future generations. I am particularly conscious here of the journalists who make our 

discoveries accessible to the general public, of the representatives of non-governmental 

organizations who tackle the transmission of these issues at national and European level, and 

of my scientific colleagues who, upstream, are working on these different issues. 
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I am certain of one thing: Collectively, we can change the situation. 

 

A concrete example. The scientific report on endocrine disruption which the European 

Parliament asked me to write and was tackled with my colleague, Remy Slama. This report 

was followed by a resolution presented yesterday in the European Parliament. This resolution, 

that advocates better regulation of endocrine disruptors passed with a majority of 447 to 14
1
. 

And here again France has a major role to play. This is because EU institutions must be 

encouraged by Member States to improve and strengthen these regulations. France played a 

pioneering role in this struggle, and it is important that it continues to do so. 

 

We hope that our country, with the implementation of the second national strategy on 

endocrine disrupters, will take into account some of our conclusions and develop new areas of 

action to reduce exposure to endocrine disrupters. The fact that France is introducing a second 

national strategy on the issue testifies clearly to the urgent need to take rapid and appropriate 

action. 

 

My biggest concern is what will happen to the brains of future generations. There is now 

enough scientific evidence to recognize that not only is IQ decreasing because of exposure to 

endocrine disrupters, but also that neurodevelopmental diseases are increasing, almost 

exponentially. Of course, as with other non-infectious diseases, we know that numerous 

factors are involved. Our modern way of life, in particular the excessive use of devices with 

screens, may also be a risk factor. But given that prenatal contamination from endocrine 

disruptors persists through early childhood,  it is certain that we are changing how human 

brains are formed and develop. 

 

A year ago, in April 2018, Prime Minister Edouard Philippe and Sophie Cluzel, Secretary of 

State for People with Disabilities, launched the fourth autism plan in France, with a budget of 

53 million euros in 2018 and nearly 400 million euros available subsequently to improve the 

response to autism sufferers’ needs and to provide assistance to their families. But, if I may 

say so, this programme does not include a prevention strategy for women of childbearing age 

or counselling for these women with a view to limiting their exposure to endocrine 

                                                 
1
 We learned last week that the resolution was largely based on the recommendations of our report and this was a 

key factor in obtaining cross-party support.  
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disruptors
2
. But, as they say, it's never too late, and such programmes could be launched in 

the near future! 

 

In conclusion, on this last, rather optimistic note, I would like again to thank the Prime 

Minister, as well as my colleagues and my scientific and non-scientific friends for their 

support, and, last but certainly not least, my family, especially my children Ariane and 

Laurent, Ariane’s husband Volker and my grandchildren Rhys, Ella and Sam! 

                                                 
2
 Though such actions are covered in the SNEP2, such precautions should be more widely applied and reiterated 

in the Autism Plan. 


